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Der Begriff Polis wird im Deutschen zumeist als Stadtstaat libersetzt, aber was ist
darunter tiberhaupt konkret zu verstehen? Dass das alles andere als klar ist, vermag ein
Zitat aus einem Aufsatz von John Camp III. aus dem Jahr 2000 zu illustrieren:

»We usually translate the word as city-state and think of it as the basic political and social
unit of most of the Greek world. Within the polis structure numerous elements were
created or refined, to be admired and transmitted to us today: theatre, law, medicine,
philosophy, painting, sculpture, architecture, rhetoric, athletics, education, and, of course,
democracy. When I was a student and indeed until quite recently, I had no trouble defining
a polis. Autonomy, sovereignty, coinage, public architecture, a well-defined territory, laws,
state cults, and walls are the sort of features which many of us would include in a definition
of what makes a polis. All have been examined by Hansen and his colleagues and all can be
shown to have exceptions or problems which using them to recognize a polis. I find I am
reduced to the status of the United States Supreme Court Justice who, after frustrating
hearings on the nature and effect of pornography and lengthy considerations of free speech
and community standards, finally declared: “I may not be able to define pornography, but I
know it when I see it”. That has become my attitude toward the polis, now that most of the
defining characteristics have been shown to be unreliable”.

Im Rahmen des Hauptseminars soll anhand von Themenfeldern, welche die
Teilnehmer/innen selbst abgesteckt haben, eine Anndherung an das Phanomen Polis
sowohl von historischer als auch archdologischer Seite versucht werden.
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